THE MAN I KNEW

he reviewed the anxious times that he and his troops had
been through and again stressed how much it had meant
to him receiving my letters.

Meanwhile I was staying at my flat in St. James's Court.
Douglas wrote a very amusing letter to me when I told him
of certain arrangements that I proposed making for his next
visit He said that "the special grilled cutlet", "the silence
about his coming home" and "the special lock on my writing-
rooni door" made him long to come to the flat at once.

He was at that time seeing a lot of General Joffre, whom
he described as "a dear old boy". Joffre seemed to like his
visits. Douglas spoke specially of a very important meeting
at Chantilly when future plans were made for an attack on
a large scale by all the Allies. I should mention that directly
Douglas took over his new duties he instituted weekly
meetings with his army commanders over which he pre-
sided. These meetings took place alternately in the different
areas of the army commands. He felt that this would keep
his army commanders and himself in much closer touch.

On one occasion when I was dining with Willie Jameson
and Henrietta at Princes Gate a charming young lady was
the only guest besides myself. She seemed very talkative at
dinner, but the remarks that she made astounded me. She
gave out that she was in possession of a vast amount of
information concerning the military operations in France,
and tried hard to give me the impression that in the past
she had been on the most friendly terms with an important
member of the staff. She also appeared to have stayed a great

deal with a Mr. M------, an American friend, who was very

rich and entertained lavishly even during the war. She
seemed very anxious to make friends with me and must
have thought that she was impressing me by disclosing all
that she knew. I was appalled, however, by the so-called
secrets that she let out so lightly and directly she left, before
goiBg home, I wrote down all that she had said and showed
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